
"Success to me in business is creating a product that people 
genuinely want to read and continuously subscribe to."

ABOUT

Claire Dunn
Entrepreneur - Graziher Magazine

WHAT SUCCESS MEANS

- WiRE SHOWCASE SERIES -

Freedom and goals - To live my life and have the ability to do what I want when I want.
Success to me personally, was always creating something that could be flexible and interact with my 
lifestyle, so I guess I am working towards having that freedom.
Success in business is creating a product that people genuinely like and want to read and continuously 
subscribe to.
Creating the Graziher magazine as a platform and launching that into new heights.

FAVOURITE ASPECT OF BEING AN ENTREPRENEUR

Claire Dunne, 24 years old, started her first business at age 23. She self-publishes a rural women's 
magazine, called Graziher. It has been successful and has released seven editions to date as well as 
build a wide community of like-minded rural women. She currently splits her time between 
working as a primary producer: working on the magazine in Rockhampton, central Queensland: 
and living overseas in New Zealand with her partner her who manages a dairy farm. Deferring 
university at age 19, she moved back to home to Duaringa, QLD. She worked in the family business 
on several cattle properties in the central Queensland area. Time was spent abroad – six months 
working and living in Canada. The time spent overseas sparked an interest in journalism which she 
pursued through a twelve-week course (via distance education) on her return to Australia. The idea 
of Graziher was a culmination of working in agriculture as a young woman and working as a 
freelance writer. While Graziher is her first business venture, Claire had spent over four years 
reading and educating herself through various mediums on business, entrepreneurship and 
creating a start-up. She had previously played with several business ideas, including mock 
launching them before closing them down due to lack of interest.  She has worked in many areas of 
the agriculture industry and found that the subject of women, and the role they play throughout 
the industry and in culture was continued interest. The micro-business venture of Graziher is still in 
its early days, and there are many avenues Claire is looking to work on with the venture. The most
enjoyable part of starting and running business is the learning and self-education. It's been a very 
organic process for Claire, and those experiences have been very rewarding.  

I like the freedom of being my own boss.
There is a downside, it's not having the ability to run ideas by a partner - or someone that understands 
what I am trying to achieve.
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DOWNSIDE OF BEING AN ENTREPRENEUR
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INITIAL SPARK OF INTEREST IN STARTING A BUSINESS

- WiRE SHOWCASE SERIES -

I'm a bit of an introvert; so making connections and networking although incredibly valuable I find it a little 
more difficult.
Putting yourself out there for everyone to see and know what you are doing.
The extensive pressures of a business.

DEALING WITH DOUBT

Being passionate about something and giving it your all.  I started playing around with a few business ideas 
for the last 3 years, and if they weren't working out I would pull the plug on the idea and then start again.
The Graziher magazine was an idea that I found I loved, and was greatly intrigued in and I went for it.

Everyone has those moments where as an entrepreneur I believe it will be up and down, its kind of a ride 
at an amusement park continuously riding that ride.
Make sure you identify what doubt you do have and address them.
Having the support of people that have read the magazine.  I receive a lot of lovely emails from people, 
describing how much they enjoy what I am doing and that encourages me to keep going and push through 
those hard times.

SKILLS YOU HAVE FOUND INCREDIBLY VALUABLE
Ability to deal with failure - Don't forget it is only a small hurdle and remember why you started this in the 
first place.
Dealing with the tough times - this brings me back to failure, remember it is just a stepping-stone.
Productivity - being efficient with your time and working towards scheduling and organisation.

MENTORS
I believe mentors are so important to progress and to get advice from likeminded people.

MARKETING STRATGIES
Social Media - utilising advertising on Facebook
Instagram (re-posting and people engaged)
Creating a newsletter / database
Word-of-mouth
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RECIPE OR GUIDELINES FOR OTHER WOMEN

- WiRE SHOWCASE SERIES -

Identify your image - it is quite popular to go for something niche.
Validate your idea - remember that the cheapest option is always best especially when money is tight.
Boot strapping - unless you have funding really be aware of your spending and how much money you do 
have.
Don't be afraid to have a go.
After that stage and if it has some momentum, make sure you run with it.
Start reaching out to others; get people interested.
Build on your community and capture their interest before expanding - you need all the support you can 
get.

CONTACT
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/graziher/
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/graziher
Website:  https://www.graziher.com.au/
Email:  editor@graziher.com.au 


